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PM: Coalition crisis over, Litzman 
will be deputy health minister 


Aaron Rabinowitz 
and Chaim Levinson 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu declared Sunday 
night that the coalition crisis 
with the two ultra-Orthodox 
parties over work on Shab- 
bat has ended. 

Earlier Sunday, Health 
Minister and United Torah 
Judaism Chairman Yaa- 
kov Litzman submitted his 
resignation in protest over 
railway maintenance on the 
Jewish Sabbath. Interior 
Minister and Shas Chair- 
man Arye Dery, meanwhile, 
did not attend the weekly 
cabinet meeting, in protest 
over a bill that would allow 
some supermarkets to open 
on Shabbat. 

Netanyahu made his an- 
nouncement after meeting 
with Dery, Litzman and 
Knesset Finance Committee 
Chairman Moshe Gafni, a 
member of Litzman’s United 
Torah Judaism. 

The Prime Minister’s Of- 
fice said the four agreed 
that legislation would be 
advanced to preserve the 
status quo on Shabbat ob- 
servance. A bill sponsored 
by Dery will give the interi- 
or ministry the authority to 
strike down new city bylaws 
allowing businesses to oper- 
ate on Shabbat. It will not 
affect Tel Aviv convenience 
stores that remain open on 
Friday evening and Satur- 
day, however, since they 
are governed by an existing 
municipal bylaw. 

An amendment further 
restricting Shabbat work 
will be advanced. In addi- 
tion, a new bill will allow 
Litzman to serve as deputy 
health minister rather than 
health minister, but giving 


Health Minister Yaakov Litzman at the weekly cabinet meeting on Sunday. 


him the administrative au- 
thority over the ministry. 

“The coalition is strong 
and stable,” Netanyahu said. 
“We will continue to work 
together for the citizens of 
Israel.” 

At the conclusion of the 
meeting at the Prime Min- 
ister’s Office, Dery said: 


“We managed to come 
to understandings on the 
‘Grocery Bill’ and all of the 
other issues, through which 
we will maintain the status 
quo throughout the country. 
Shabbat is very important 
to us. This is a Jewish state 
and most of the citizens of 
Israel want to have a sense 


of Shabbat in the streets and 
in the cities. In recent days, 
we have held talks and meet- 
ings to ensure that the sta- 
tus quo is maintained with- 
out compulsion and without 
wars among the Jews.” 
Litzman emphasized that 
he would not consent to the 
passage of any law on his ap- 


pointment as deputy health 
minister until the legislation 
on keeping the Shabbat sta- 
tus quo is passed. 

When Netanyahu formed 
his current government co- 
alition in 2015, Litzman was 
appointed deputy health 
minister, with the job of 
health minister techni- 


Emil Salman 


cally in the hands of the 
prime minister himself. It 
was one of several cabinet 
portfolios that he held at 
the time. Litzman’s United 
Torah Judaism had opposed 
having its members hold 
ministerial positions over 
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Political survival 
trumps Shabbat 


The poor man’s “House 
of Cards”-style conspiracy 
theory attributing to Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu and Health Minister 
Yaakov Litzman a fake cri- 
sis that would lead to early 
elections collapsed Sunday 
as quickly as it was built. 

The danger to the coali- 
tion would have been clear 
and present were it not for 
the fact that all of the par- 
ties involved, above all the 
prime minister, had an obvi- 
ous interest in keeping the 
crisis from snowballing. 
Once the boundaries of the 
problem were set, expec- 
tations synchronized and 
interests merged, political 
creativity came into play. 

The solution that was 
found was quick, if rather 
inelegant. The status quo 
would be preserved. What 
was open will not close. 
Soccer will be played. The 
labor minister “will take 
Jewish tradition into ac- 
count” when issuing work 
permits for Shabbat and the 
High Court of Justice rul- 
ing that prohibits a deputy 
cabinet minister from serv- 
ing as a full minister will 
be circumvented by a coali- 
tion that wants to survive 
— including Kulanu, the 
supreme defenders of the 
Supreme Court. What’s a 
slap in the face of the court 
compared to the supreme 
value of staying in power? 

Litzman will return to 
the Health Ministry, al- 
beit with a downgrade. 
Vital Shabbat work on the 
railway will continue but 
he can claim he bears no 
ministerial responsibility 
since he is only a deputy 
minister. In Katrielevka, 
the favorite shtetl from the 
stories of Shalom Aleichem, 
they were celebrating up in 
heaven. Their tradition is 


not extinct. 

If Netanyahu is inter- 
ested in forcing elections 
before the attorney general 
makes a decision on the 
cases in which he is a sus- 
pect, he will have to find 
different grounds sometime 
in the future. Meanwhile, 
based on testimony from 
all the parties, he was re- 
ally going out of his mind 
trying to control the flames 
that were starting to singe 
his regime. 

The poll by Prof. Camil 
Fuchs that was released by 
Channel 10 on Sunday night 
shows why. Likud has been 
losing seats in the polls 
since the start of the Knes- 
set’s winter session last 
month. Now it’s going head 
to head with Yair Lapid’s 
Yesh Atid, with 24 Knesset 
seats each. 


The rebbe 
behind the crisis 
News, Page 3 


Likud’s dive, which cor- 
responds to the turbid flood 
of aggressive legislative 
initiatives from the house of 
David Amsalem and David 
Bitan, continues in light of 
the ultra-Orthodox obses- 
sion with imposing a medi- 
eval lifestyle on Israel. But 
it’s not just that. The frenzy 
of Amsalem and Bitan, the 
attack on President Reuven 
Rivlin, the ugly booting out 
of Benny Begin from the 
Knesset Interior and En- 
vironment Committee, the 
monumental interview by 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tzipi Hotovely — all these 
were reflected in the latest 
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Culture Min. blocks dance 


Yair Ashkenazi 


The Culture Ministry and 
the Jerusalem municipality 
will not support three per- 
formances in Jerusalem 
International Dance Week, 
which begins Tuesday, be- 
cause they feature partial 
nudity. 

The measure conflicts 
with the position of Attorney 
General Avichai Mendelblit 


regarding government sup- 
port for cultural events that 
include nudity. 

In a related matter, ac- 
cording to various sources 
the Culture Ministry inter- 
vened in a number of works 
presented this month in the 
Curtain Up Dance Festival, 
a forum for independent 
choreographers organized 
by the ministry. 

In response to a query 


by Haaretz, Mendelblit said 
that both incidents would be 
investigated. 

Jerusalem International 
Dance Week is an annual 
event produced by Machol 
Shalem Dance House, an 
umbrella organization for 
independent dance artists 
in the capital. In 2016 the 
Culture Ministry allocated 
240,000 shekels ($68,400) to 
the festival, which attracts 


funds over partial 


the heads of leading dance 
festivals from around the 
world to watch Israeli danc- 
ers and ensembles. This 
year’s festival runs from 
November 28 to December 7. 

Among this year’s 28 per- 
formances are three that on 
the festival’s website appear 
with an asterisk noting that 
they include partial nudity 
and are not supported by 
the Culture Ministry and 


the municipality. The three 
are “Black Velvet - Archi- 
tectures and Archetypes,” 
by Shamel Pitts, at the Leo 
Model Hall on December 3; 
“The Restlessness of Winged 
Creatures,” created and per- 
formed by Adi Shildan and 
Nir Vidan, scheduled for De- 
cember 3 at the Karnaf Hall; 
and “Body View,” created 
and performed by Maayan 
Cohen Marciano, scheduled 


nudity 


for December 4 at the Kar- 
naf Hall. All three include 
exposed female breasts and 
have been shown in the past 
in other frameworks. 
Machol Shalem director 
Ruby Edelman told Haaretz 
that the Culture Ministry 
and the Jerusalem munici- 
pality asked the festival 
management to note in the 
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A forgotten clause 


How East J’lem Arabs are 
deprived of citizenship 


Nir Hasson 


Osama Abu Khalaf flew 
to Rome last year. Like oth- 
er Palestinian residents of 
East Jerusalem, he isn’t an 
Israeli citizen and therefore 
has no Israeli passport, just 
a laissez-passer (temporary 
travel permit). 

“The clerk at the airport 
in Rome saw that under 
nationality it stated ‘Unde- 
fined,” Abu Khalaf, 27, re- 
called. “She asked if I’m a 
refugee — she thought I was 
Syrian. I said, Tm not a 
refugee. I live where I was 
born, but it’s occupied terri- 
tory.’ It’s very humiliating to 
be without citizenship.” 

“I didn’t migrate from 
anywhere to anywhere,” he 
added. “It’s the state that 
came to us, not we to it.” 

Abu Khalaf has been try- 
ing to obtain Israeli citizen- 
ship ever since he turned 18. 
But like thousands of other 
East Jerusalem residents, he 
has repeatedly been turned 
down, on various pretexts. 

Only recently did he dis- 
cover that under a forgotten 
clause of the Citizenship Law 
- which was enacted pre- 
cisely to solve the problem of 
stateless people like him — he 
should have been given citi- 


zenship almost automatical- 
ly. But the Interior Ministry 
ignores this provision, which 
could result in thousands of 
Palestinian residents from 
East Jerusalem receiving 
citizenship very quickly. 

Some 37 percent of Jeru- 
salem residents are defined 
not as Israeli citizens but as 
permanent residents of Is- 
rael. This status, which was 
conferred on East Jerusa- 
lem’s Palestinians shortly 
after the Six-Day War in 
1967, was supposed to be a 
temporary solution for the 
Arabs already living there 
when Israel annexed it. But 
it remains in force until 
this day. Moreover, this sta- 
tus was granted under the 
Entry into Israel Law - as 
if these Arabs had entered 
Israel rather than the state 
entering their lands. 

This status creates nu- 
merous problems. Perma- 
nent residents must re- 
peatedly visit the Interior 
Ministry’s crowded East 
Jerusalem office to prove 
they still live there, or to 
replace lost documents or 
change their address. They 
can’t vote in national elec- 
tions and, above all, perma- 
nent residency is relatively 
easily revoked. 


For decades, very few 
Palestinians sought Israeli 
citizenship, viewing it as rec- 
ognition of Israeli rule of the 
city. In recent years, though, 
due to economic, social and 
political changes in Palestin- 
ian society, the number of 
citizenship applications has 
risen steadily - from 200 in 
2006 to over 1,000 last year. 

But the application pro- 
cess is very lengthy, very 
bureaucratic and very diffi- 
cult, so few Palestinians ulti- 
mately succeed in receiving 
citizenship. 

All applicants must prove 
their center of life is in Isra- 
el; that they have lived in Is- 
rael for three of the last five 
years; and that they have a 
“strong, constant affiliation 
with Jerusalem.” 

To achieve this, they must 
submit dozens of documents, 
from water, electricity and 
municipal tax bills to school 
registration forms. They 
also must pass a Shin Bet 
security service check and 
have no criminal record - 
Abu Khalaf’s application, 
for instance, was delayed for 
five years because of a mi- 
nor criminal case involving 
a dispute with a neighbor. In 
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Inside Today 


Hard choices 
for Teva 


To survive, it 
will have to cut 
production in Israel 


TheMarker, Page 7 


Israelis without 
bomb shelters 


Arabs are majority 
of those in north 
who have none 


News, Page 2 


Orthodox trip operators are taking 
over Birthright Israel programs 


Judy Maltz 


With winter break just 
around the corner, thou- 
sands of college students 
across North America are 
eagerly awaiting the free, 
10-day trips to Israel they 
are entitled to as members 
of the Jewish tribe, orga- 
nized by Birthright Israel. 

But conspicuously absent 
from the list of travel agen- 
cies and organizations ar- 
ranging this season’s visits is 
one of Birthright’s longtime 
trusted partners: the Union 
for Reform Judaism, the larg- 
est Jewish movement in the 
United States. 

A few weeks ago, the Re- 
form movement was notified 
that it had been dropped as 
a certified trip provider for 
Birthright, despite having 
served in this capacity since 
Birthright was founded in 
1999. It was not because 
Birthright had anything 
against the more progressive 
and pluralistic Judaism it pro- 
motes, Reform leaders were 
assured, but because it had 
failed to meet participant 
quotas. 

“We worked very hard 
with them to increase the 
numbers, but unfortunately 
they could not meet our mini- 
mum and, from now on, they 
will have to send participants 
through other trip organiz- 


ers,’ Birthright CEO Gidi 
Mark told Haaretz. 

He added that it was far 
more efficient for his orga- 
nization to operate through 
a small number of large 
trip providers than a large 
number of small trip pro- 
viders. 

Birthright’s split with 
the Reform movement has 
not come out of the blue. 
Rather, it reflects a grow- 
ing trend of recent years: 
Though the overwhelming 
majority of Birthright par- 
ticipants are not Orthodox 
Jews, Orthodox-affiliated 


Birthright participants enjoying their free trip to Israel. 


trip providers account for a 
growing share of Birthright 
recruitment. 

According to figures 
provided by Birthright, Or- 
thodox Jews account for less 
than 5 percent of total partici- 
pants, but Orthodox-affiliated 
trip providers now account 
for close to 25 percent of total 
recruitment. 

And though the Reform 
movement will no longer 
provide trips for Birthright 
(which it did through a com- 
pany known as URJ Kesher), 
about one out of every three 
participants still identifies 


Taglit-Birthright 


as Reform. 

In its early years, Birth- 
right worked with a large 
group of trip providers - 33 
—in North America. The list 
was consolidated over the 
years and now totals only 10, 
three of which are Orthodox 
organizations: Mayanot (af- 
filiated with Chabad); Israel 
Free Spirit (affiliated with 
the Orthodox Union, Aish 
Hatorah and Meor); and 
Ezra World (affiliated with 
the Orthodox Ezra youth 
movement). 


See BIRTHRIGHT, Page 4 


